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Public worship at St Thomas’ is tentatively scheduled to resume on 
Sunday, September 13th at 10.30 am 

 
A Youtube video link of this week’s online Sunday liturgy will be sent out on 

Saturday evening.  The Order of Service is found below.   
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A Note from the Priest-in-Charge: 
All being well, our Sunday services will re-commence on September 13th at 10.30 am.  
There will be more detailed information given in this newsletter next week.  But what is 
mainly required of all of us for “re-entry” can be distilled into this short list: 
 

 If you feel ill (even just a bit) or think you have been exposed to Covid19: please  
stay home and call public health or your doctor!  If you have been travelling you 
must abide by all public health rules concerning self-isolation, quarantine, etc., 
before returning to church. 

 Always maintain a physical distance of at least 6 feet (about the length of a 
hockey stick) from people not in your family or in your established “circle.” 

 Inside the parish hall and/or church, you must wear a mask or cloth face. 
covering; it is not optional (unless you have a medical exemption).  Please bring 
your own mask (we will have some available at entrances for those who forget). 

 Santize your hands when you enter the building and at other times as necessary 
or desired (hand santizer will be provided at the entrances and in or near the 
pews). 

 Sneeze or cough into your elbow or upper arm. 

 Sit only in designated pews.  In order to maintain physical distancing,  only one 
person OR up to three people in the same family (or “circle”) will be permitted to 
sit (in the centre portion) of each designated pew.   Extra chairs in the narthex 
will also be appropriately spaced and available for single occupants. 

 Follow directions given on signs in the hall and church and in the service bulletin. 

 You are strongly encouraged not to linger in enclosed areas (such as the hallway 
near the entrance to the church) and there will be limits of the number of people 
in certain areas.  Outside doors will be left partially or fully open to allow better 
ventilation. Specific instructions about best practices for entering and leaving the 
parish hall and church will be provided next week. 

 
We hope to return to our regular rotation of services (Morning Prayer usually on 1st and 
3rd  Sundays; Eucharist on 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays and all special days).  We are not 
allowed to have any congregational singing, but our musicians plan to perform solos.  
No collection may be taken up, but people not on PAR may leave their envelopes on the 
plate located near the church entrance.  Holy Communion will be administered in one 
kind only (the bread) following a rigorous safety protocol established by the diocese in 
consultation with public health authorities.  However, no one should feel obliged to 
come forward to receive Communion if they have health concerns.  The “Act of Spiritual 
Communion” will be printed in the leaflet for those who wish to use it instead of 
receiving the host.  There will be no coffee hour, but we can visit with each other--
keeping physical distance at all times--in well-ventilated, open areas inside and, of 
course, out-of-doors.   My hope is to continue providing YouTube videos of the Sunday 
service for parishioners who cannot or choose not to attend church (although I am not a 
‘techo-wiz’ and there are no guarantees).  I look forward to seeing many of you “in 
person” again after so many months of exile from our beautiful church building.”  RR 
 



The parish secretary is normally available Tuesday-Thursday from 9.30-11.30 am 
by telephone at 705-932-2233.   For urgent matters, please call the Priest-in-Charge at 
home (705-932-1231).  If (and only if) his home voicemail is turned off, please call his 
cell phone at 705-313-9002, and leave a message. 
 

The Churchwardens continue to be very grateful to parishioners and friends of 
our parish who are making a concerted effort to keep up their regular offerings 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Weekly or monthly offerings (for those who are not on PAR) can be made in the 
following ways:   
 

 By regular mail  -  to St Thomas’ Anglican Church, P. O. Box 187, Millbrook, 

Ontario, L0A 1G0.  Cheques only please--made out to St Thomas’ Church.   Post-dated 

cheques, for future contribution periods, would be welcome and very much appreciated. 

 By e-transfer from your bank account.   Please call Gail at the parish office at  

705-932-2233 (leave message) or email her at cavmanparish@nexicom.net to arrange.   

 By pre-arranged ‘drop off’ at the home of the Priest-in-Charge.   

Please call 705-932-1231 to arrange a mutually convenient time.   

 By pick-up from your home if you can’t get out - please call 705-932-1231 to arrange 

a mutually convenient time.  All public health protocols (‘physical distancing,’ etc) will be 

strictly followed. 

 By Pre-Authorized Remittance:  If you wish to enroll in PAR, please call the parish 

office during office hours.  An authorization form will be mailed (or emailed) to you. 

 By using the secure online donations link on our parish website.  Here is the link:  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/119202950RR0001-st-thomas-church/  
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Liturgy of the Word 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 23, Year A 
September 6th, 2020 

 
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
and blessed be God’s kingdom now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit of God 
and search our hearts with the light of Christ. 
 
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
 
(silence for reflection) 

 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
We have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit with us  
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love and compassion 
forgive us and free us from all our sins, 
heal and strengthen us in the Holy Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect of the Day 
 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people, 
that richly bearing the fruit of good works, 
we may by you be richly rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
  
A reading from Exodus (12.1-14)  
 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household. If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; 
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth 
day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight. They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat 
it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw 
or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You 
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. For 
I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in 
the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses 
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy 
you when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. 
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall 
observe it as a perpetual ordinance. 
 
Holy Word; Holy Wisdom.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm (149) 
 
Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of the faithful.  
Let Israel be glad in its Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King.  
Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre. 
For the LORD takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with victory.  
Let the faithful exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their couches.  
Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their 
hands,  to execute vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples,  



to bind their kings with fetters and their nobles with chains of iron, to execute on them 
the judgment decreed.  
This is glory for all his faithful ones. Praise the LORD! 
Glory to God: Source of all being, eternal Word, and life-giving Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (13.8-14) 
 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not 
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it 
is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us 
now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision 
for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
Holy Word: Holy Wisdom.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, and he has 
entrusted us with the message of reconciliation.  Alleluia! 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (18.15-20) 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
"If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if 
you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may 
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen 
to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let 
such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I am there among them." 
 
The Gospel of Christ.    
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Homily -  will be available on the ‘Youtube’ video of this liturgy  
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
 
Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
with all your soul, 
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. 
 
There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 

Let us pray 
for God’s people throughout the world, 
for this gathering, for Andrew and Riscylla our bishops, 
and for all who minister in Christ’s name.  (Silence) 

Holy God, 
by your Spirit 
the whole body of your faithful people 
is governed and sanctified. 
Receive our prayers, 
which we offer before you 
for all members of your holy Church, 
that in our vocation and ministry 
we may truly and reverently serve you. 

God of love 
grant our prayer. 

Let us pray for the nations of the earth, 
for the wellbeing of all people, especially the victims of war and terror.  We pray for 
Elizabeth our Queen and all those in authority. (Silence) 

God of compassion, 
kindle, we pray, in every heart 
the true love of peace, 
and guide with your wisdom 
those who govern the nations of the earth, 



that justice and peace may increase, 
until the earth is filled 
with the knowledge of your love. 

God of love 
grant our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the poor, the sick, 
the hungry, the oppressed, prisoners, 
the unemployed, and those in any need.  (Silence) 

 
Gracious God, 
the comfort of all who sorrow, 
the strength of all who suffer, 
hear the cry of those in misery and need. 
In their afflictions show them your mercy, 
and give us, we pray, 
the strength to serve them, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ 
who suffered for us. 
 
God of love 
grant our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the mission of the Church 
and for the coming of God’s reign 
among all nations and peoples.  (Silence) 

 
Loving God, 
you have made all races and nations 
to be one family, 
and you sent Jesus Christ 
to proclaim the good news of salvation 
to all people. 
Pour out your Spirit on the whole creation 
and hasten the coming of your reign of justice and love 
among the nations of the world. 
 
God of love 
grant our prayer. 
 
Let us remember with thanksgiving before God 
those who have died in Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to God alone.  
Let us pray that God may be glorified 
in all the saints.  (Silence) 
 



Life-giving God, 
we give you thanks and praise 
for the wonderful grace and love 
declared in all your saints. 
Grant to us, 
and to all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, 
a share in the fullness of your joy. 
 
God of love 
grant our prayer. 
 
You are worthy, O God, 
to receive honour and blessing and praise. 
For you reign in the glory of the power 
that is love, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Gathering our petitions into one, let us pray, 
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Act of Spiritual Communion 
Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer 

 
O God, your Son Jesus Christ has given us a meal of bread and wine as an 
outward sign of his living presence.  May we, who at this time cannot celebrate 
the holy mysteries of his Body and Blood, receive him spiritually in our hearts by 
faith with thanksgiving; that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.  Amen. 
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us,  
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 



The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord: 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
be among us and remain with us now and always.  Amen. 
 
Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
Thanks be to God!   
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